
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 25 October 2012] 

 p7691d-7691d 
Mr John Castrilli 

 [1] 

METROPOLITAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW — REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.03 am]: I am pleased to advise 
members of the release of the metropolitan local government review report for public comment for a period 
closing on 5 April 2013. The government welcomes this report, which makes a strong and logical case for 
reform in metropolitan Perth. The report was prepared by an independent panel of highly respected persons 
comprising Emeritus Professor Alan Robson as chairman, Dr Sue van Leeuwen and Dr Peter Tannock, and I 
sincerely thank them for their important work.  

Essentially, the panel was asked to consider the current and anticipated regional, social, environmental and 
economic issues affecting or likely to affect the growth of metropolitan Perth in the next 50 years and to 
recommend the most appropriate local government structures and governance models for metropolitan Perth. 
Perth’s metropolitan area is experiencing an unprecedented rate of growth, with the population expected to reach 
2.3 million by 2026 and possibly 3.5 million by 2050. After considering close to 450 submissions and more than 
40 specifically prepared information papers and hosting community and local government forums, the panel has 
concluded that maintaining the status quo of 30 local governments is not in the best interests of metropolitan 
Perth. In reviewing the sector, the panel found, amongst other things, that there is a significant level of 
duplication and wasted resources; there are great inconsistencies in processes and approaches, which negatively 
impact on business, present lost opportunities for communities and cause confusion for consumers; and the 
fragmented approach to local government planning results in a system that is unnecessarily complicated, 
uncoordinated and lacking in strategic focus. Importantly, the report also identifies a number of opportunities 
and benefits to the metropolitan community that would result from improvements to the local government 
structure and governance models for the Perth metropolitan area.  

Whilst discussion may focus on the number of local governments recommended for the Perth metropolitan area, 
I urge all members, the local government sector and especially community members to objectively consider the 
report and the rationale behind the report recommendations. The government wants to implement reforms with 
the cooperation and agreement of the local government sector. I am pleased to table a copy of the report.  

[See paper 5506.]  
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